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INTRO # 1 - Josh & Raquel 
!
Welcome family and friends. We are assembled here today to celebrate the joining 

together of JOSH & RAQUEL in their lives together. But we’re not just here to witness 

their vows but also to bless them with our support, respect, admiration, and affection.  

!
Josh and Raquel met just 5 years ago, yet if you asked them, I bet they would both say 

that the deep connection they share must have really begun many, many lifetimes ago.  

!
Their mutual love of music is what initially brought them together, and to this day they 

continue to produce music together. 

!
Both of them possess the same open and adventurous spirit. They both have that rare 

ability to appreciate the beauty not only in those things in this world that can be seen, 

felt, and heard, but also in all of those things that cannot be seen or explained solely 

through rational thinking or logical theories.  

!
This rare talent that they share, this ability and willingness to be open to things that 

cannot be seen, is what makes their love for each other all the more sincere, unique, 

and powerful--for love cannot be put under a microscope or explained like a 

mathematical equation. Love is something that is felt, experienced, and expressed.  
!
Their relationship demonstrates to all of us that true love gives as freely and 

unconditionally as nature does: trees bear fruit, plants grow from the soil, rain falls 

indiscriminately. And no matter what we do to this earth, it continues to supply us with all 

of the food and water we need to live. And this is the true nature of love: it is given freely 

and spontaneously and asks nothing in return. 

!
With nature as a supreme example, Josh and Raquel love freely and spontaneously, 

showering each other with admiration, respect, and understanding. And while I haven’t 

known them for very long, I would imagine that their willingness and ability to love so 
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fully and with so much ease is also extended towards all of their friends and family 

members. All of you here today.  

!
INTRO 2 - Paul & Janine 
!
Welcome family and friends. We are assembled here today to celebrate the start 

of something very good: the joining together of Paul and Janine in their lives 

together. But we’re not just here to witness their vows but to bless them with our 

support, respect, admiration, and affection.  

!
Besides their mutual love for each other, what Paul and Janine value most highly 

are their families and they want you all to know how important you are to them, 

and how having you here with them makes this day all the more special and 

meaningful. 

!
Music has always been an important part of Paul’s life, and when he met Janine, 

a new song was born in his heart. Janine is an avid runner, and when she 

met Paul her heart stood still just long enough to take part in the melody.  

Swami Satchi-dananda spoke eloquently about the error we humans often 

make by confusing love with a business transaction. He taught that true love 

gives as freely and unconditionally as nature does: trees bear fruit, plants grow 

from the soil, rain falls indiscriminately. And no matter what we do to this earth, it 

continues to supply us with all of the food and water we need to live. And this is 

the true nature of love: it is given freely and spontaneously and asks nothing in 

return. 

!
While Paul and Janine come from different backgrounds and different faiths, their 

deep and sincere love for each other is the foundation on which they wish to 

build a life together so they can raise a family. 

!
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Paul and Janine, from this day forward may you be friends, spouses, parents, 

and running partners for life. 

!
May you both remember that true love transcends human emotion and all of its 

limitations. With the understanding that thoughts and feelings come and go like 

the wind, may you both take care not to base your love for each other on things 

that don’t last. May you both love each other freely and without conditions from 

this day and for the rest of your lives together. 

!
INTRO # 3 - Sue & Jean (longer intro) 
!
Welcome family and friends. We are gathered here today to celebrate two very 

special things: the love and the relationship that has existed between Susan 

Lynch and Jean Monaco for nearly two decades, as well as the formal joining 

together of these two women today in marriage.  

!
But we’re not just here to celebrate their time together thus far, nor are we here 

solely to witness their vows for the future, but we’re also here to bless them with 

our support, respect, admiration, and affection.  

!
Besides their mutual love for each other, what Susan and Jean value most highly 

are their families and friends, and they want you all to know how important you 

are to them, and how having you here with them makes this day all the more 

special and meaningful. 

!
God has a funny way of bringing people together sometimes. About 18 years 

ago, a UPS man had a package for Susan’s former neighbor, who had moved 

out of the garden apartment below her.   

!
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He suggested to Susan that a good way to meet Jean, the new tenant, would be 

to knock on her door and ask if the package was hers, knowing full well that it 

wasn’t. Susan took his advice, and here they both are today. 

!
From the day that Susan first introduced herself to Jean, a beautiful friendship 

took root and began to blossom. They’d spend hours on Jean’s front porch 

talking about all kinds of things -- themselves, their families and friends, their 

lives, their dreams for the future, and the world in general. Susan was instantly 

struck by Jean’s naturally kind, gentle, caring, and loving nature. And Jean was 

completely won over by Susan’s ability to make her laugh, her larger than life 

personality, her exuberance and enthusiasm, and her unconditionally generous 

spirit.  

!
When Susan first knocked on Jean’s front door 18 years ago, neither one of them 

would’ve ever dreamt that not only would they eventually fall in love, but that 

they’d also have the opportunity to legally marry each other in the not-too-distant 

future. Because when they met, many gay and lesbian people were fearing for 

their jobs should they ever be discovered for simply being who they were—and 

few, if any, would’ve dared dream that in a relatively short amount of time they’d 

be able to go from fearing for their livelihood to picking out china patterns for their 

completely equal and legal wedding.  

!
This isn’t to say that discrimination is a thing of the past—but the mere fact that 

we can all stand here today and formally recognize the love and union of these 

two beautiful souls is something we should all be extremely grateful for.  

!
Like anything classic and worthwhile, the time-tested relationship between Susan 

and Jean has endured every twist and turn that life has thrown their way: four 

presidencies, evolving interests and careers, changing times and trends, new 

friendships and old ones, births and deaths, happy times and challenging ones. 

They have seen many around them get married and stay together, and they’ve 
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seen some others marry and then part ways. Fashions have come and gone, 

seasons have changed one into the next, but their love for one another has been 

a constant throughout all of these fleeting conditions and circumstances. Like the 

eye of a hurricane, their love and the home they’ve created together has served 

as a wonderfully calm and stable refuge from all of the ups and downs of the 

world around them.  

!
And keeping a love like this alive for so long is no easy feat. It takes self-

awareness, mutual respect and acceptance, maturity, and patience. It takes 

constant nurturing and a realization that true love changes over time and can 

never look quite the same from one year to the next. The love that Susan and 

Jean have cultivated and nurtured all these years can serve as a wonderful 

example for all of us.  

!
Susan and Jean: may you both remember that true love transcends time, and 

changing circumstances. With the understanding that thoughts and feelings 

come and go like the wind, may you both take care not to base your love for each 

other on things that don’t last. May you both continue to love each other freely 

and without conditions from this day and for the rest of your lives together. 

!
INTRO #4: Sarah & Mark (Theme Wedding - at Jane’s Carousel in Brooklyn) 
!
Welcome family and friends. We are gathered here today to celebrate the start of 

something very special: the joining together of Mark and Sarah in marriage.  

!
They want all of you here today, their family and their friends, to know that you all 

mean the world to them. They are truly grateful for the support, antics, 

encouragement, love and laughter that you’ve brought to their lives over the 

years. They consider you their partners in crime and their favorite people in the 

world.  

!
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You might be wondering why we’re all congregated where we are today. 

Originally Mark and Sarah had planned to be married on Pebble Beach under the 

Brooklyn Bridge. But when they applied for a permit  that would allow them to do 

so, they were told that this wasn’t an option since their wedding is taking place 

during an American holiday weekend.  

!
But they weren’t discouraged by this news in the least, and in fact they knew 

somehow that this minor disruption to their plans would actually end up resulting 

in something even greater, more meaningful, and more joyous.  

!
So quite by accident, and in true Mark and Sarah style, they stumbled upon this 

carousel. Since 1922, this carousel has been going around and around, day after 

day, month after month, year after year.  

!
It’s seen laughter and tears and everything in between. It has given witness to 

many lives transitioning from childhood to adulthood. It’s very likely that a young 

boy or girl who can enjoy this carousel today can sit on the very same spot where 

one of their parents, grandparents, or great-grand parents had also sat years 

before. 

!
When considered deeply, this carousel that appears on the surface to be rather 

frivolous is in fact a wonderful metaphor for marriage, and perhaps even for life 

itself. I say that because this wonderful carousel sees many cycles, and 

depending on where you’re sitting, your perspective will differ slightly from the 

person just off to your side. And as each horse moves forward or up and down, 

your perspective can shift, and the reality of time and change becomes all the 

more apparent. And Mark and Sarah understand that any marriage goes through 

many cycles and sees many ups and downs, just as this marvelous carousel 

does.  

!
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As Mark and Sarah see it, choosing this unique location as the place where their 

marriage is to officially begin was more a matter of serendipity than settling. 

!
What binds Mark and Sarah together are not just those things they clearly have 

in common, but also those aspects of their personalities that are quite foreign to 

each other. The sky above in all of its vastness contains both the sun and the 

moon, sunshine as well as snowfall, day as well as night. And in the same spirit, 

the love that unifies Mark and Sarah is made all the greater because just like the 

sky, it is vast enough to contain the full range of likenesses and differences that 

keeps their relationship alive and vibrant. 

!
The love, respect, and mutual consideration that binds these two people together 

shines as consistently and brightly as the sun on a clear summer day. The 

warmth, support, and understanding they offer each other glows as beautifully 

and gently as moonlight on a crisp autumn evening.  

!
Mark and Sarah, may you both remember that true love transcends human 

emotion and all of its limitations. With the understanding that thoughts and 

feelings come and go like the wind, may you both take care not to base your love 

for each other on things that don’t last. May you both love each other freely and 

without conditions from this day and for the rest of your lives together. 

!
INTRO #5: Janet & Emma (longer intro) 
!

Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength,  

while loving someone deeply gives you courage.”  

- Lao Tzu 

Welcome family and friends. Janet and Emma wish to thank all of you for being here, 

and for being part of one of the most important days of their lives together. 
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We’d like to take a moment to honor and remember some family members that are no 

longer with us: Janet’s parents— Walter Booth James Mitchell & Margaret Brennan 

Mitchell, and Emma’s father—Jose L. Virjan. 

And two very special people who aren’t able to be with us here physically today: 

Emma’s mother Antonietta Virjan, and Janet’s Aunt, Sr. Beatrice Brennan. 

I normally begin a wedding ceremony by referring to it as the beginning of something 

special, or the start of something new. But doing so in this instance, with these two 

women who have been together for over twenty years, would be akin to referring to this 

morning’s sunrise as something novel, unprecedented or out of the ordinary. 

But having said that, there absolutely is something wondrous and fresh about the rising 

sun that greets us each and every day. This simple act of nature reflects both a 

timeless, predictable process as well as the freshness and pure potentiality that exists 

within each new day, and within every new beginning. 

So it’s within this spirit that the relationship between Janet and Emma continues to 

shine brightly today. But here and now amongst their closest family and friends, we 

have the pleasure to witness the brightness of their love and dedication as it continues 

to rise once again, but this time in a fresh, open, and brand new way. 

They planted seeds 21 years ago and tended to the garden of their relationship through 

many seasons, and through 

many changing and uncertain times. And on this day, all of us here have the honor and 

privilege to bear witness to the many beautiful fruits that have sprung from their many 

years together. 

So rather than approaching today solely as the beginning of a new marriage, it’s much 

more accurate, appropriate, and respectful to view this day as the continuation and 

celebration of something that already is. For what we are seeing today is the ripened 

fruits of seeds planted long ago. This marriage we’re witnessing would not have been 

possible without the seeds of their initial heart’s attraction, the fertile soil of their depth 
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and self-awareness, the water of their tears brought on by both joy and sadness, and 

the light of their mutual love and attentiveness. 

The loyalty between Janet and Emma is hardly something new, nor has it ever been 

dependent on fleeting external circumstances and conditions. The trust and intimacy 

that shines so brightly between these two women is not something that can be 

deepened by legal sanction, nor does it need nor has it ever needed the validation or 

approval of society or the greater world at large. 

Just as the sun shines brightly regardless of what’s taking place around it in this galaxy 

and every galaxy that exists within this universe, so does the love that they share. 

This love that took root so many years cannot be made any deeper merely by ceremony 

or societal approval or a legal status. This love we are bearing witness to today has 

endured the test of time, and stands tall and firm like an ancient mountain or towering 

tree. 

When I think of the relationship between Janet and Emma I’m reminded of one of my 

favorite quotes by a Theravadan Buddhist monk named Ajahn Chah: 

Once a visitor asked Ajahn Chah if he was an arahant, or someone who had 
attained enlightenment and inner peace on earth. He said, “You know what I am? 
I’m like a tree in a forest. Birds come to the tree, and they sit on its branches and 
eat its fruits. To the birds, the fruit may be sweet or sour or whatever. The birds 
say sweet or they say sour, but from the tree's point of view, this is just the 
chattering of birds." 

So while this couple is grateful for the relatively newfound but long overdue right to 

marry legally, I would dare to say that they don’t necessarily need to be married at all. 

And the reason I say this is because the love and commitment that exists between them 

runs deeper than any form of external legal approval could ever offer them. 

Janet and Emma, may the garden of your many years together continue to bloom and 

spring forth many beautiful flowers, and may it continue to do so for many years to 
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come. May you both continue to take refuge in the cool shadow cast by the towering 

tree of your deeply rooted love and lives together.	


!
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